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THE PRINCIPAL 


ACTS 


OF THE 


General Aſembly. | 


OF THE: 


un at pn Upon — the 
425 412 "tis the 2x5th . this 


ot; 5 es Commiſſion » JOHN 
hes, in be recorded. = 
4 berg 2d May 1717, Self. 1. 


KD) HE General Aſſembly of the 
2% Miniſters and Ruling Elders of 
>. this National Church of Scot- 
e, being Conveened and 
14 Conſtitut , there was produc- 
dd to them, by the Right Ho- 
naourable, Joh Earl of Rothes, 
His Majeſty's Commiſſion, ſeal- 
ed with — Seal appointed by 
the Treaty of Union betwixt the 
two Kingdoms of Scot land and 
England, to be kept and uſed 


in Seotland, 3 in Place of the 8 Seal of Scotland, of the 
ſame Tenor with the Commiſſion granted by His Majeſty 
to the ſoreſaid Earl the laſt Teat, und alſo in the Year 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and fifteen, Conſtituting him 
His Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in 
this Aﬀembly; Which Commiſſion, being publickly read 
with all due Honour and ReſpeR, is ordered by this Aſſem- 
bly to be recorded in their Books, to remain therein, 4d 


faturem Rei Memoriam. * 
A 2 8 | | II. The 


4 Th MOTS of tn 
) FRE IT a 


The KING moſt Gracgs L EITER 
to the General Aﬀſem ee 
tune y H N 85 


* * ee 
2d M M ay HHH 2 9e * 


* ou W. 00 | ien 
275 the Church of Sort, * erſon 
and Government, which Licher the Force 

Aud jolence ef Our dpe 


| E artf ontrivances of ſich 
— Men, has been able to alter, gi\ great $4 
faction; And as We expect from you, renewed -w. 3 of 


the Diſpoſition, We willin ly o countenance your 

ns End, a ive ydu fr — Od 

firm Reſolution to None the Inte | 46h jab: to 
— 


maintain the Rights and bs of the: 
Church of Scotland. | 


Ne have 2gain, made Choice of 
entirely *. Couſin, John REST Ito be 1 
Commiſſioner, gr tor it Our 1 5 run in this 
preſent Aſſembly, be ee . e n — more 
acceptable to you than he, whoſe Concert for The Church 
of Scotland, as well as Teal f N be wel 
known? | | - XL ot . a> 
As there is nothing We. can hae mort at Heart 
the promoting of true Religion aH e 
of Vice and Immorality, and the preventigit 
Popery:: So We doubt Pat but yo! 
every Thing that riburqyo. thete gre; 
Ends, and as * ave = great 99 hin your former 
good Conduct; fo. We are ont that you will, on this 
caſion, act w 1 hat Moderation, Prudence, and Un- 
animity, as moſt becometh Men of your Charchkter, wh 
will mot effectually entitle you to Our Countenance 
Favour: 80 We hid you heartily Farewell. | 
Given at Oar Carre at St, James's the fevenrrenth 
April, One thoa ſand Fer bundred and ſeventeen, in the t 


3 


Teur of Our Reign. | F 0+ 
2 "By 8 d Commun, 
Directed thus, | * ar? 
To the Right e 1 e i u dif- 
beloved, the Moderator, MM. 
niſters and Elders of the Gene- it en TTY 


ral Aſſembly of the Charch f 
SC TLAND: 


Geweral Aﬀembly 1777. 4 


WE INNS © + I 6 . *,T7 1 


The General Aſſembys ANS WER 10 
the KING's moſt Gracious LETTER. 
Wet Edinburgh, 4th No 1717, Seſſ. 3. 
u it Pledſe Your Majeſty, 
T is with the greateſt Satisfaction, we have the Ho- 
nour of Your Majeſty's moſt gracious Letter, Your 


great Goodneſs in taking Notice of the conſtant 
and unalterable Zeel of the Church of Scotland, for 


animate us to exert our ſelves with the outmoſt Vigour in 
albo&&s of Dt and Loyalty to Your Majeſty, to which 
we are under the ſtrongeſt Ties, and are much encouraged 
by the freſh Aſſurances Your Majeſty gives us, of Your 
firm Reſolut ion, to promote. the Intereſt, as well as main- 
tain inviolably the Rights and Privileges of this Church. 
The Earl, df Rorhes, his known Abilities for this [high 
Truſt, his Zeaband Faithfulneſs in Your Majeſty's Service, 
and the frequent and unqueſtionable Proofs he hath given 
of his good Affection to dur Church, particularly iti for- 
mer Aſſemblies, renders your gy Choice of him to 
repreſent Your Royal Perſon in this 
table to us. F S 118 
We ſhould be moſt inexcuſable, if we were 8 
contribute our beſt and outmoſt Endeavours, for promot- 
ing true Religion and Piety, ſuppreſſing Vice and Immo- 
rality, and preventing the Growth of Popery, when we 


find our ſelves placed in ſuch happy Circumſtances, às to 


have all Encouragement to proſecute thoſe great and g 

Ends from a Prince upon tlie Throne, who hath” them ſo 
much at Heart, of which we have a particular Inſtance in 
Your Majeſty's Care, to promote the pious Deſign of erect- 
ing Schools in thoſe Places, where Tgnorance and Popery 
do-moſt prevail. Oy 2 ö 2 


our Majeſty's Gracious Approbation of our former Con- 
duct and Confidence in our Moderation, Prudence and 


Unanimity, adds to the Obligations, whereby we judge out 


ſelves molt ſtrictly bound'to behave in fuch a Manner, as 


may entitle us humbly to hope for the Continuance of Your 
Majeſty's Royal Favour'and Countenance. Sous bs 
That GOD may long preſerve Your Majeſty in Health 

und Proſperity,” and bleſs You with an undiſturbed and 
_ ; * 1 * . 3 = UI with - ii 36 Happy 


. 


Ko!) 
IY 


Your Royal Perſon and Government, in Oppoſiti- 
— con to the Violence of open Enemies, and the art- 
ful Contriyances of factious, and ill-deſigning Men doth 


mbly, moſt accep- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


6 The ACTS of the 


happy Reign, and that he may eminently favour their 
Royal Highneſſes, the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, their 
Royal Iſſue, and all Your Royal Family; and that at laſt 
You may inherit a Crown of Glory, are the Prayers of, 


My it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


| 7 our Majeſty's moſt Faithful, mot 
Obedient, and moſt Loyal Subjects, 


Ty: | The Miniſters and Elders, 10 in 
| this National Aſſembly of the Church 
of SCOTLAND: , KW - 


#5 C00 Signed in our Preſence, in our Name, 
N Aud at our Appointment, By © 


WII. MITCHELL Moderator. 
or er I V. e 
nn; +1 th) an 20 jo f x F hobo] * 
ACT aud Recommendation for the further Encourages 
ment o/ the Society for e e riſe Knowledge, 
and bringing in tbe Collectiant for buying Books, &c. 


A. 


+ » Edinburgh, 8th Mg, 1777, Seſſ. 2 


E which Day, There was preſented and read, a 
Repreſentation from the Committee of the Soci- 
ety in Scotland, for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, ſhewing, That the ſaid Society are very ſenſible: of 
the Care and Concern, which this Church and her Aſſem- 
blies have ſhown, for the Succeſs of their Chriſtian Under» 
taking, and that the kind Aſſiſtance given by this Church 
to the ſaid Society, has much advanced their Work, par- 
ticularly the Recommendation of the late General Aſſem- 
bly for a Contribution to buy Books, has taken very good 
Effet in ſome Places; for diverſe charitable Perſons in 
many. Pariſhes have contributed very liberally, tho? there 
are {till ſome few. Presbyteries, and ſeveral Pariſhes, defi- 
cient in this late Collection, as there are ſome who either 
have not yet collected or contributed, or at leaſt have not 
ſent in the Money recommended by the General Aſſom- 
bly One thouſand ſever hundred and nine; Wherefore the 
Committee took this Occaſion, in Name of the Society, 
to acknowledge the Aſſiſtance given to them by this 
Church from Time to Time, particularly by the Recom- 

. | * mendation 
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General Aſſembly 1717. 7 


mendation of the late Collection, and earneſtly to entreat, 
that they would cauſe the Diligence of Synods, Presbyteries 
and Miniſters in making the foreſaid Collections effectual, 
to be noticed in the reviſing of the Synod Books, and to be 
otherwiſe enquired into, and would again preſſingly re- 
command both to Miniſters and People, deficient in both, or 
either of the ſoreſaid Collections, to ſend in the ſame to the 
\ Society's Treaſurer as ſoon as poſſible, and alſo to recom- 
mend to Synods, Presbyteries and Miniſters, who have 
failed-in obſerving what has been enjoined by former Af- 
ſemblies, as to ſuch Contributions, that wich all Diligence 
they ſet about what is required of them in that Matter, 
the Committee did not trouble the Aſſembly with a par- 
ticular Account of the Progreſs and Succeſs of the Society's 
Undertaking, having done that ſo often before ; Bur Fe 

the Encouragement of all Well-wiſhers to that charitable 
Deſign, they did notifie, That the Society had erected as 
many Schools in ſuch Places of the Highlands and Iſlands 
of Scotland, which did moſt need the ſame, as their Re- 
venue can ſupport, and that their ſaid Schools do flouriſh 
extraordinarly, as would appear from the Records of the 
Society and Committee, which are patent to all the Con- 
tributers that pleaſe to inſpect them, and the Committee 
did in their ſaid Repreſentation, invite all ſuch of them; 
as deſired to be ſatisfied, as to the Management and Sucteſs 
ol the Society, to call for the Secretary or Clerks af the 
| ſaid Society, who will communicate to them, the Society's 
ſaid Regiſters and Books, for their Information in the Pre- 
miſſes. The General Aſſembly having heard and conſider - 
ed this Repreſentation, and the Deliverance of their Com- 
mittee for Bills thereupon, bearing, That the Deſire there» 
of ſhould be granted; and having further heard ſome of 
the Members of the faid Society upon the Subject, they 
enjoined the Viſitors of their Synod Books, in their going 
through the ſame, to take ſpecial Notice what Care 
Synods have taken in calling Presbyteries to an Account 
of their Diligence in promoting the Collections for Chriſti- 
an Knowledge in. the feveral Pariſhes of their Bounds, ac- 
cording to the Recommendations of former Aſſemblies, 
and to lay a full and diftint Account hereof before the 
General Aſſembly: And the General Aſſembly again ſeri- 
oully and gage recommended both to Minifters and 
People deficient in both, or either of the foreſaid Collecti- 
ons, yet to collect and contribute with all Chearfulneſs, 
and to ſend in their Money to George Watſon Merchant in 
Edinburgh, the Society's Treaſurer, as ſoon as they can; 
and further, recommended earneſtly to all Synods, Presby- 
teries and particular Miniſters, who have failed in what 
has been enjoined by former Aſſemblies as to ſuch Con- 


tributions, to ſet about with all Diligence, -what is recom- 
TY „ mended 


— —— — 
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mended to them in that Matter. And becauſe it is pro- 


bable, That there are ſeveral Miniſters who have entred 


to their Charges ſince the reſpective Dates of the foreſaid 
Recommendations; and ſo have neither contributed theme. 


ſelves, nor collected from their People; Therefore, the 
General Aſſembly did earneſtly defire the ſaid Intrant Mi- 
niſters, both to contribute themſelves, and to ſet about Col- 
lecting in their Pariſhes, in the Method preſcribed by the 
Acts of former Aſſemblies,” and that. with all Diligence. 
And, Laſtly, The General Aſſemblyfdid moſt ſeriouſſy re- 
commend to all the Miniſters and Members of this Church, 


That they would give all Mapner of Encouragement to 
this ſo pious and charitable *arwUundertaking., . * 


— 4 
2190. n. 


.- 


1901 5 

a Mb Gl | * 
yy ; VEE 5 277, Sy 3 | 6 

ne Tanaris. 1 * a 0) 9 Wot 
Commiſſion to fome Miniſters and Ruling Elders, for dife. 
cuſing diverſe Matters referred to then, © > 
Edinburgh, 13th May 1717. Seſſ. 11. 
* a ! os F 13 : * wb 


HE General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
taking to their Oqaſideration, That there are 
— diverſe weighty Affairs which they cannot over- 
take, do nominate and appoint their Reverend Brethren, 
Maſters, William Mitchell one of the we of Edinburgh 


their Moderator, William Vetrh at Drumfries, Patrick War- 
ner at Irving, Jobn Gilchriſt, at Keith, Walter Sim at Glaſs, 
David Dalrymple at Dundorcas, Thomas Fairbairn at Rothes, 

ames Chapman at Cromdale, Alexander Fraſer at Alvie, 

ames. Thomſon at Elgine, Charles Primroſe there, James 

zordon at Kinloſs, James Chalmers at Dyke, William Stewart 
at Inverneſs, Robert Baillie: there, Robert Findlay at Roſ- 
merkine, George Gordon at Cromertie, Daniel M*Gilligen at 
Alnes, Thomas Chiſholm at Kzlmorak, Hugh Duff at Ferne, 
Flugh Monro at Tain, Robert Kirk at Dornock, John M*Kay 


at Larg, William Innes at Thurſo, James Oliphant at Widk, 


Alexander Grant at Southronaldſbey, James Sands at Birſay, 
Thomas Coventrie at Sanday, John Duncan at Breſ9, Thomas 
Hay at Tell, Robert Sanailands at Edinburgh, William Hamil- 
ron Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of Edinbargb, Sa- 
muel Semple at Libbertoun, William 2 at Edinburgh, 
James Smith at Cramond, Jobn Walker at Canongate, Milli- 
am Wiſbeart Principal of the College of Edinburgh, Alexan- 
der Daigliſb at Linlithgow, John Brand at Borrowſtounneſs, 
John Lookup at Mid. Calder, James Naſmith at Dalmenie, 
Robert Living ſton at Biggar, David Blenſbell at Lamingtoun, 
Andrew Mitchell. at Maner, James Robertſon at Eccleftoun, 


John 


1 


General Aſſembly, 1717. 0 


John Wallace at Drummelzior, Patrick Cumixg at Ormiſloan, 
iliem M George at Pennycook, William Robertſon at Borth- 
wick, Matthew Reid at Northberwick, Robert Horsbargh at 
Salt pre ſtoun, *, Craig at Teſter, George Turnbull at Tin- 
inglame, William Ogilvie at Innerwick, John Dyſart at Cold- 
inghame, Alexander Leader at Mordingtoun, James Allan at 
Eymonuth, Lawrence Johnſton at Dunſe, Daniel Sinclair at 
Longformac us, James Ramſay at Kelſo, William Baxter at 
Ednam, Alexander Colden at Oxnam, Robert Bell at Cavers, 
Robert Cuning hame at Hawick, Henry Hume at Chanelkirk, 
George Logan at Lauder, Thomas Boſtoun at Etrick, Robert 
Linlithgow at Askirk, Robert Bichat at Midaleber, James 
Carrie at Hodam, Patrice Hume at Kyrkmichael, Francis 
Lindſay at Jobnſtoun, George Toung at Huttoun, Alexander 
Robertſon at Tynwall, John M. Murdo at Torthorwald, James 
Hill at Kilpatrick, Thomas Tod at Deriſdeer, John Pollock at 
Glencairn, Andrew Cameron at Kjrkcaudbright, James Mon- 
teith at Borgue, Robert Gordon at Croſsmichael, Thomas 
Campbell at Mong, Wiliam C * 


r at Mochrum, Tho- 
mas Kennedy at Ballantter, Archibald Marſball at Kjrkcolm, 


Andrew Roager at Galſtoun, William Maitland at Mauchland, 
Henry Osborn at Torboltoun, Alexander Fairweather at May- 
boll, John Steell at Camnoct, Hugh Fawſide at Lowdoan, 
George Chalmer at Xilwinning, William Reid at Steel oun, 
ohn Paiſly at Lochinnoch, Robert Modrow at Eaftwoo 
alter Menzies at Erskine, Archibald Hamilton at Cambul:. 
lang, Jobs Currie at Oldmunckland, Francis Borland at 
Glaſs ;foord, Thomas Linnen at Leſmahego, James Gartſhoar | 
at Carmichael, James Dick at Carlack, Jobs Stirling Principal 
of the College of Glaſgow, James Clerk at Glaſgow 
John Hamilton there, John Govan at Campſie, John Ritchie 
at Old Kilpatrick, David Fledtfeild at Balfron, John 1 
at New Kjlpatrick, Daniel M*Lauryne at Nilfuan, Ro 
Glen at Kjngarth, Duncan Campbell at Rilchenan, er 
Gettie at Inverary, James Bowes at Campbeltoum Jobn Camps 
bell at Kjllarew, Daniel Campbell at Kylmore, "Alexander: Cu 
»iſon in Mall, Daniel Me. Aulay in Skie, Murdo M*Leod at 
Glenelg, William Chalmers at Dunkeld, James Gray at Ninloch, 
Adam Ferguſon at Logierate, Archibald Campbell at Weem, 
Samitel Nairn at Erroll, T homas Black at Perth, Andrew . 
Darline at Kznoul, James Fechney at St. Martins, Michael 
Potter at Rippen, John M*Callum at Callendar, . John Logan 
at Aloa, John Gray at Doller, Archibald Moncrieff at Black. 
foord, John Drammond at Crieſ, Jobn Steidman at Authter? 
arder, James Hog at Carnock, Alan Logan at Torribarn, 
Alexander Scot at Aberdoar, James Henry at Kjnghorn; 
' Henry Dal at Kjrkcaldie, 1 Cleghorn at Wemyſs, Milli- 
am Thomſon at Flick, William Greenlees at Gires, William 
Myles at Moonſie, William Knox at Dairfie, William 
Moncri at Largo, Joſeph 2 Principal of 


College 


Leonard's 


— < EE 
T 


mung 
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College of St. Andrews, William Hardie at St. Andrews, Jo by | 


Craigie at St. Monens, James Hadow Principal of the New 
College of St. Andrews, William Lyon at Airly, Adam Da- 
vidſon at Effie, Robert Pitcairn at Rathven, Hugh Maxwell 
at Forfar, William Dan at Glames, Samael Johnſton at Dan- 
dee, James Adams at Ninnaird, James Hodge at Longforgan, 
George Wemyſs at Fearn, John Dambar at Menmure, David 
Ferguſon at Farnell, James Scot at Carmplie, John Henderſon 
at Kjrkden, Andrew Honneyman at Kjnneff, David Burn at 
Fettereſſo, Henry Hamiltos at Glenbervie, Thomas Blackwell 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the College of New Aberdeen, 
David Anderſon Profeſſor of Divinity in the King's College 
there, Alexander Mitchell at Old Machir, Alexander Toaſh at 
Tarland, John Shepherd at Colſtoun, Alexander Deans at 
Birſe, George Moir at Towie, William Thain at Leſlie, Wil- 
liam Clarihew at Culſalmond, Alexander Shand at Inch, James 
Brown at Aberdour, Thomas Uanie at Strichen, William 
Forbes at Tarves, James Burnet at Ellon, James Innes at 
Robert Gordon at" Raphan, Joby Turrine at Drum- 
blet, Alexander: Roſs at Auchterleſſe 3 John Duke 
of Aha, John Earl of Rothes, David Earl of Buchan, 
Thomas Earl of Haddingtoun, James Earl of Findlater 
William Earl of Kilmarnock, John Fail of Raglen, Patrick 
Earl of Marchmont, James Earl of Hyndfoord, David Karl 
of.Glaſgow, Archibald Earl of Iich, William Lord Stratbna- 
vers. Alexander Lord Polwerth, Lord Charles Ker Director 
of his Majaſty's Chancery, William Lord 'Roſ5, James Lord 
Torphichen, George Lord Roe, Sir Hugh Dulrimple of North- 


berweick Preſident of the Sefion, Adam Cockbarn of Ormi- 


aan Lord Juſtice Clerk, Sir John Maxwell of Nether Pollock 
Baronet, Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto Baronet, Sir Alexander 
Ogilvie of  Forglen Baronet; Mr. James Erskine of Grange, 
Mr. James Hamilton of Paucaitlund, Sit Andrew Hume of | 
Ninmerg hams Eight ofthe Senators of the College of Juſtice, 
Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes Baronet His Majeſty's Advo- 
cate, Ms. Jeb» Clerk one of the Barons of Exchequer, Mr: 
John Campbed ol Mamore, Uncle to his Grace the Duke 8 
Argyle, Mr. Frencu Montgomerieof Giffan, Uncle to the Earl o 

Egling/ovn,' Colonel Parrick Ogilvie, Brother to the Earl of 
Eindlater, Colonel William Dalrymple, Brother to the Earl of 
Stair, Mr. Arthur Forbes of Breda, Colonel John. Erckine of 
Cannock, Mr. Charles Ergkine Advocate, Sir James Stewart 
of Gooatrees His Majeſties Sollicitor, MF: Patric Grant of 
Eaſter Elchies, Brigadeer General Ae rauer Grant of that Ill, 
James Spence of Kyrtoun, James Brodie of that Ilk, Hugh Roſs 
ol Kilravoeh, Colonel Robert Monro of Fduli, Sit William 
Gordon of Innergordon Baronet, Mr. Robert Houneymap 


Greinſs1, Jokn: Campbell Locd Frovoſt of Edinburgh. Charles 


- 


Aue weben Baillie of /Edinhurgh, Boctor Aleganaer 


Dundee Phylician 


dolle 


„Mr. Nübert Stewart one of the Regents in 
| N | the 


* 


General Aſſembly, 1115. th 


the College of Edinbargh, Mr. George Livingſton one of the 
under Clerks of Seſſion, Doctor David Mitchell of Herdmans 
on, IM illiam Baillie of Lamingtoun, Mr. Alexander Menziis 
of Coulterallas Advocate, Murray of Spittlehaugh, 
Sir John Clerk of Pennycook, Sir Robert Dalrymple of Caſtle. 
toun, Charles Brown of Colſtoun, Sir William Baird of New. 
byth, | LI þ Laird of Tharſtoun, Sir John 
Stewart of Allanbank Baronet, Mr. John Dickſon of Auton- 
hill, Sir John Pringle of Stitchell Baronet, Sir Gilbert Elliot 
of Stobs Baronet, George Baillie of Jerviſmood, Robert Paterſon 
of Drygrange, Sir William Johnſton of Weſterhall Baronet, 
Sir Thomas Kjlpatrick of Closburn Baronet, Colonel William 
Maxwell of Cardoneſs, John Martine of Airies, Mr. Andrew 
Roſs of Balſarroch, Sir Adam Whiteford of Blairhan Baronet, 
Mr. James Boſwell of Auchinlick Advocate, Hugh Montgo- 
merie of Hartfield, Mr. William Muir of Dangarnock Adyo- 
cate, Sir David Stewart of Coltneſs Baronet, John Bowman 
Provoſt of Glaſgow; Sir James Smollet of Bonhill, Sir James 
Campbell of Ardkinglaſs Baronet, Mr. Alexander Campbell 
Advocate, Ang Campbell of Stipniſb, Peter Campbell of In- 
verinon, Milliam M*Leod of Hammer, Patrick Jeaman of 
Eaftmill, Williim Auſtine Provoſt of Perth, Sir James Hol. 
burn of Menſtrie Baronet, Brigadeer James Brace of Kenner, 
Colonel! John Blacrauer, Colonel John Erstine Uncle 76 
Alva, Mr. Andru Ramſay of Abboiſhall, Mr Robert Hay 
of Nanghtoan, Mr. Robert Ramſay Erovoſt of the old Col- 
lege of St. Andrews,” Milliam Taung Merchant in Coupar of 
Anga, Mt: Alexander: Daneanoof Lundie, John Scrimzeouy- 
of Teatine Proveſttlof Dre, John Gordon Provoſt. of 

Aberdeen; Nobert Stewart late Provoſt there, George Fordic 
of Brakil, Arthu Forbes of Eight; Captain John Forbes 8 

Bœyndlie, Johns Fordice of Gus, Sir George Marrander 'O 
Lochend Baronet, Huy Caninphame of Balquban, Sir James 
Hal of Tingla/s Babonet, Doctor H{archew Sinclair of Her- 
mi ſtoum, Archibald Dong of Cavers, H. alter iHame . of 
. Mr. Ale uamar Abererombic of T ullibody Ad vocaà te, 

r. Arebibald Stewart Advocate, Doctor Francis Pringle ar 
Doctor Jo, id’ Phyficiang;! Mr. Gilbert Barnet one of 
the Commiſſioners of His: Majeſty's Exciſe, Mr. George 
Drummosd' Merchant, Major, James Aikman, Vr. Robert 
Hepbutn of Stonyfiat, James Nimma Merchant ig Edinburgh, 
1 Cave bee of the Officers of His Majeſty's Mint, 
Tart Wightman Deacon Conyyener in Edinburgh, Mr, 
der Goode Prbfeſſor of Hebrew, in the College, of Edin- 
urgh,” Rultug Elders; to be Cemmiſſiogers of: the Gene- 
ral Aﬀernbly; to the Effect after-meorioned, with Power 

to the faid -Perfon o their germ, which is hereby 
declared to he anνν Thirty one of ſajd, Commilſoners, | 
wherzof Twenty one are always to be Miniſters, to tyecp, 
and conveen within the * Houſe at Edinbargh, = 
2 cit 
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firſt Day after the Diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at Ten of 
the Clock in the Fore-noon, and afterward, the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, November and March, and oftner, 
when, or where they ſhall think needful and convenient, 
with Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chooſe their own 
Moderator : And ficklike, the General Aſſembly fully 


Impowers and Authorizes their ſaid Commiſſion, or their 


Quorum above-mentioned, to Cognoſce and finally to De- 
termine as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referred, 
or that ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order of 
this General Aſſembly, and to do every Thing contained 
in, and conform to the Inſtructions given, or to be given 
them by this Aſſembly, and to advert to the Intereſts of 
the Church on every Occaſion, that the Church and preſent 


Eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Preju- 


dice, which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable, 
providing this general Clauſe be not extended to particular 
Affairs, or Proceſſes before Presbyteries or Synods, that are 
not of univerſal Concern to, or Influence upon this whole 


Church. And it is declared and appointed, That what 
ſhall be determined at one Diet of the ſaid Commiſſion,” 


with Relation to private Cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by 


any other Diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in 
Force till diſapproven by the General Aſſembly : And 


the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and 


diſcharged to meddle in any other Matters than what are 
committed or referred to them as above · mentioned; And 
in all their Actings, they are to proceed according to the 


Ads and Conſtitutions of this Church, and do Nothing 


contrair thereto, or to the Prejudice of the ſame: Declar- 
ing, That in and for all their Actings, they ſhall be Ac- 
countable to, and Cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly, 
as they ſhall ſee Cauſe: And this Commiſſion is to conti- 
nue and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed, 
and Members are required to attend the Diets of the ſaid 
Commiſſion, and Abſents therefrom ordered to be noticed, 
according to the Seventeenth Act of the General Aſſembly, 
Anno One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a Quorum, and Attendance of Members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Presbytery of Edinbergh, and other Presbyteries within 
twelve Miles thereof, to meet any of the Days or Weeks 


appointed for Meetings of the Commiſſion, and ſuch of the 


Members of theſe Presbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, 


are required all of them to give punctual Attendance on the 


Diets thereof, and Presbyteries at a greater Diſtance, who 
have four or moe Members on the Commiſſion, are to take 
Care, That at leaſt two of them attend each Diet of the 


In: 


General Aſſembly, 1717. TY 


lt &> VI. 
Amun by the Choral fully we 
J 1 1 malle ans * 4 * 
Edinburgh, 15th ug, 3719. set .. 


a TS "119A 
JHE Commiſſion are impowered and appointed 
do take Care, That what is Enacted and Or- 

. . a; dered by this and. preceeding Aſſemblies, be 
duly obſeryed by. all concerned. bas £114 253A 

. The Commiſſion, a5 often ab they ſee Cauſe, are im 
powered to apply to His Majeſty, or any inferiour Magi- 
ſtrate, for the countenancing © und concurring with the” 

Judicatories of the Church in what the Law allows, and 


for putting in Execution the Loney ainſt Popery and Pro- 


faneneſs, and ſeeking Redreſs of Grievances and Abuſes 
committed contrary to the eſtabliſhed Doctrine Worſhip, 
Diſcipline: and Presbyterian Govetnment'of this Church, 
the Contempt of the Cenſures of the Judicatories thereof 
iaflicted on ſcandalous Perſons, and to aſſiſt Presbyteries 
and Sy pgs in planting vacant Kirks, as they ſhall be applied 
unto by them for that Effect. 
3. The Commiſion, are impowered and appointed to 
uſe, all proper Means to preferve, 'and maintala all the 
Rights and Privileges of this Chnrch, and t loſe no Oppor- 
tunity of applying to obtain à Redrefs of what'is grievous, ' 


with Reſpe& to the ſame, and to ſen; Commiſſioners to 


London for that Effect if they ſee Cauſe, ©:  -+ 


4. The faid Commiſſion are impowered to appoidt Fats 
and Thankſgivings as they ſhall ſee Occaſion, and ſpecific - 
the Cauſes thereof, and apply to His Majeſty for the civit-. 


Sanction thereto. 201 e e 
5. The Commiſſion are impowered to give Advice and 


Aſſiſtance to aqy Synad or Presbytery in difficult Caſes, as 


they ſhall be applied unto by them for that Effect. 
6. The Commiſſion are impowered to take ſpecial Care 
to keep and maintain Uasy in the Church upon all Emer- 
gents, eſpecially among the Miniſters thereof, and to gain 
ſuch as ſeparate therefrom, and to ſuppreſs Error and Schiſm 
in this Church, and proſecute the Authors and Spreaders 
of Books and Pamphlets tending thereto, and to take No- 
tice how any who have been cenſured by preceeding Aſ- 
ſemblies or Commiſſions of the ſame have carried, and to 
proceed to further Cenfure as the Commiſion ſhall fe 
Cauſe. 297. | f * 2 N . 21 i ..: 
7. The Commiſſion are to take Notice of what Miſre- 
preſentations ſhall be made, either at Home or Abroad of 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline or Conſtitution of this 
9 nd to take all proper Methods for the Vind 
On TRETEOL, 1 . 0 
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14 The ACTS of the 
8. The ſaid Commiſſion are appointed to uſe their beft 
Endea vours toi ohtain 4 Fund for erefting Schools in the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and to get the ſame rightly propor- 
tioned, and to dy hat elſe may tend to the Advancement of 
Religion and Reformation in theſe Places, and to keep a 
Correſpondence, with the Society for propagating Chriſtian 
Kaowledge, and their Committee, and to give them all 
ſuixable Aſſiſtance and e according to the 
Akts of this and former Aſſemblies, and to uſe all proper 
Means in their Power, lor extirpatin ee ſu- 
rſtiʒious Practices, and to obſerve the Iaſtructions given 
former Aſſemblies to their Commiſſions concerning” Li- 
braries, Iriſb Bibles, Pſalm Books and Catechiſms, à School 
in every. Pariſh. accor: 9299 the Fifth Ad of the General. 
Aﬀembly;,Qne. thouſand even hundred and ſeveh : Alſo: 
to hold Hagd, to the Execution of the Ezgh:h Ad of that 
Aſſembly ſor ſuppreſſing Popery, and preventing the 
Growth thereof; and. likewiſe the Fifreenth Att of that 
Aſſembly againſt Innovations in the Yorlbip of GOD.. 
9. The..Commiſſipp, are. in owered to end Miniſters 
and Probationers as Need requifes, to the North, the High. 
lanes and olſlands, and to remove them from one Place to 
another there, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. | 
10. The Commilſſhon,:are impowered to cognoſce, and 
finally determine in all References, and Appeals about 
Fhaatiog Vacant Churches in the North, the flirt and 
I/lends, which ſhall be brought "ge them, and that in 
the) moſt expedite Manner, providing, That the Commiſ. 
bog o not meddle with | Sentences of Synods in ſuch 
Caſes, gxcepting Cauſes particularly referred to them; But 
this Reſtriction is not to be extended to Miniſters or Pro- | 
Daria having: en, e ee | 
11. The ſaid 'Commiſſion are impowered to receive any 
Repreſentations or;References that ſhall be made to them 
by. Presbyteries and others concerned about large and 
ſpacious Pariſhes, and to uſe all Means proper for them 
or obtaining, and alſo rendering Effectual, and preſerving 
new Etections in ſuch. Pariſhes, or Stipends to collegiate 
ge big coin; 5 e AT Ee 
2. The id, Commiſſion are impowered to give all due 
Aſiiftance, to the ſeveral; Univerſities and Colleges, when 
any; Miniſter is called.to any Office therein, and to receive 
Appeals: god References in theſe Caſes, and finally to de- 
termine in the ſame, and they are appointed to conſider 
the State of the! ſaic Univerſities and Colleges, and to ob- 
ſerye che Fourteenth Ad of the General Aﬀembly, Anno, 
Ode thanſand ſeyen hundred and eleven, and as they ſhall 
ſee; Canfſe;''to apply ſor a Viſitation thereof; As A 0 
to enquire whether Synods and Presbyteries do maintai 
Burſars, according to the ARts of the General — 
. an 
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_" 


, he" 
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aud to take Care to provide hopeful Vouths having the 4 
Tongue, and take the uſual Obligations aylng de #Þ 
when Students having that Language, are found. fit to be 
entered on Trials, that they recommend them to Presby- 
teries for that Effect, and when they! ſhalF be licenſed, 
to ſend them to the No#th, the High, and! and Iſlands, .; jb 
13. To enquire how the Texth Ad of the General Af. 
ſembly, Anno, One thouſand ſeven hundted and gleve 
concerning Probationers, and ſettling Miniſters,” with Que- 
ſtions to be propoſed to, and Engagements to be taken of 


them are obſerved, and to -advert, that Maſters in Col- 


leges, and all School-maſters do ſubſcribe and engage ac- 
cording to the Act of the Parliament; Anz, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeven. Fas” biel © itt; 

14. That the Commiſſion; uſe; their beſt Budea vours for 


further Reformation of Manners, and the more 
curbing and ſuppreſſing of Profaneneſs and Mice, ahd fr 


motiag true Religion and Godlineſs, and think on me 
effectual Way to excite to, and recommend Family Wör- 
ſhip, in Purſuance of the 44 of Aſſembly, particularly, 
the Thirteenth Ad of the General Aſſembly; —_—_— — 
thouſand fix hundred and ninety ſour; and prlvand 11h 74 
of the General Aſſembly, Au, One tlivafand fix hundre 
and ninety ſeven, and others, and to edquire if His 10 
ſty's pious Proclamation agaiaft — Army been” 
from the Pulpits according to former Orders, 9G 
15. The Commiſſion ate appointed to take the moſt 


- 


. effeftual Courſe to get the Printing, Vending, of 7 
ing of incorrect Copics of the Holy: Scriptures, and of our, 
Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſins, ſtopt and prevented: * 

0 Fates * 15 * pike 1 1 7 260 ul 
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ACT Concerning the Trial of Students having Triſh; who 
ſhall be preferred to Burſaries, and licenſed, 


Edinburgh, 13th Mg, 1717. ante Meridiem, Seſſ. 1172 


5 


E General Aſſembly conſidering, That diverſe 
Students have been recommended to Burſes, as 
Perſons having the Iriſb Language, who, after 
they have been educated, are-found not capable to ſerve 
in Highland Countries, for Want of ſufficient Knowled 
that Tongue; and that ſundry Probationets have been dntitd 
upon Trials for the Miniſtry, upon View that they mi 
be uſetul in the Highlands, who yet when they are paſt f 
licenſed, can do no Service for Want of ſufficient Skill 
the ſaid Language, do, for preventing theſe Inconveniencies 
in Time coming, appoint, FR ſuch as crave the * 
| . | =_— ' 
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"I The ACTS of the 


by Perſons having a 

that Language, be 

of that Langu 

Congregation orda ; 1 

ſaid minds together with their Report, be recorded 
in the Books of the Judieatory that imploys them in the 
40 „ * ö VIII. . 1 PE 
10634 N to n hs 8 
ba It: 4 Cc T. For ſuppreſſing of Popery. | 
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HE General Aſſembly having conſidered the. Com- 
plaints from Presbyteries, of the Growth of Po- 
—-., pery, do find, That the Laws againſt the ſame 
are very full; And therefore in Order to the Execution of 
them, The General Aſſembly inſtructs their Commiſſion 
to apply to the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the Lord Advocate, 
EY His Majeſty's Sollicitor, in Order to obtain a vigorous 


xecution of the Laws againft Popery ; and as to Popiſh 
School-maſters and Miſtreſſes, and Popiſh Factors and 
Chamberlains, the Aſſembly appoints Informations about 
them to be ſent to the Procurator and Agents for the 
Church, that they may be preſented according to Law; 
and becauſe it's neceſſary that the Informations to be given 
be. regular, and the Means of Probation ſuch as the Law 
requires. Therefore the General Aſſembly appoints the 
Informers, in framing the ſaid Informations, to obſerve 
exactly the Directions given in this Matter, in the fifteenth 
Act of the General Aſſembly, Anno, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fourteen. * 


YET. For maintaining the Purity of the Doctrine of this 
| Church, and determining the Proceſs, Mr. James 
_ Webſter againſt Mr. John Simſon. 1 


Edinburgh, 14th My, 1717, Seſſ. 12. 


. 


IHE General Aſſembly conſidering, That much of 
4 their Time has been ſpent upon the Proceſs pur- 
75 ſued by Mr. James Webſter, one of the Miniſters 

of Edinburg, againſt Mr. John Simſon Profeſſor of Divinity 
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; 33 | 
in the College of Glaſgom, laid before them by the Repote 
of the Committee, for Purity of Doctrine; and that they 
cannot overtake the Whole, by diſcuſſing particularly 
every Article, it being nevertheleſs expedient and requiſite, 
That this Affair be brought to ſome Iſfue, that may teſtify 
the Zeal and Concern of this Aſſembly, for the Preſerya- 
tion of Truth and Peace in this Church, and preventing 
what may tend to the Hurt and Prejudice thereof; There- 
fore, altho? Profeſſor S$:m/on does declare his Adherence 
to our Cosfeſſion of Faith, and DoQtrines therein-contained 
as his Judgment, and his diſowning the Errors oppoſite 
thereto, wherewith he was charged; yet conſidering, That 
by his printed Anſwers, and the Letters written by him, 
to the now deceaſt Mt. Rabert Rowan, ſometime Miniſter 
at Penning hame, and his Letter to the forefaid Committee 
for Purity of Doctrine, dated the Fourteenth of April, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixteen Years, he bath given 
Offence, and that it is judged, That therein he hath vented 
ſome Opinions not neceſſary to be taught in Divinity, 
and that have given more Occaſion to Strife, than to t 
promoting of Edification, That he hath uſed ſomie Expreſs 
ns, that bear, and are uſed by Adverſaries, in a bad and 
unſound Senſe, tho he doth diſown that unſound Senſe; 
And for anſwering more fatisfyingly ( as he ſuppoſeth } 
the Cavils and Objections of Adverſaries, he hath adopted 
ſome Hypotheſes different from what are commonly uſed 
among Orthodox Divines, that are not evidently founded 
on Scripture, and tend to attribute too much to natural 
Reaſon and the Power of corrupt Nature; which undue 
Advancement of Reaſon and Nature, is always to the Diſpa- 
ragement of Revelation and efficacious free Grace. 
General Aſſembly for the Reaſons above-mentioned - Pro- 
__ and diſcharges the ſaid Mr. John Simſon to uſe 
ſuch Exprefſions, or to teach, preach, or otherwiſe vent 
- ſuch Opinions, Propoſitions, or Hypotheſes as aforeſgif.: 
And as concerning the Parties in this Proceſs, w er 
Complaints have — made as to the Manner of-Haiſi 
or managing this Proceſs on either Hand, the Gener 
Aſſembly for Peace's Sake, do overlook and paſs theſe 
without further inſiſting thereon, and do diſcharge any 
Proſecution on either Side on theſe Accounts; And fur- 
ther, for the more effectual preſerving the Purity of Doc- 
trine and Peace of this Church, and preventing Strife and 
contentious Debates, which are prejudicial to Truth, bro- 
therly Love, and the Life of ſerious Religion; The General 
Aſſembly extends the ſoreſaid Prohibition to all Profeſſors of 
Divinity, Miniſters and Preachers, and all others in this 
Church, and particularly, the General Aſſembly diſcharges 
them to vent any — not agreeable to our * of 
| ; | . 4 


3 wm Achs , be 


Faith: and Catechiſms, eſpecially. ſuch Opinions as either 
aſctibe too much to corrupt Nature, or tend to encourage 

Sloth among Fa de s, or flacken Peoples Obligation unto 
a Fer moreover, the General SEPA re- 


And the Sen ne i impowers their Commiſton & 10 
give Advice, to Presbyterles, and to judge in Cauſes and 
Caſcs. of that Rind, that ſhall he brought before them, 
and when any, ſuch. Caſes; ſball happen, The General 
ae here 5 appoints Precbyrerics 10 acquaint the 
Commiſſion before they proceed to any Sentence of Sulpen- 
ſion, or Depoſition agaioſt any herſon that hall come to 
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A Diſchuging Pabhterr 40 uſe ny Formula in 
* licenſin Probationers, and ordaining or . 
N ters, "but ſuch as is or ” ſhall * "be  ugreed unto 9 
J «the General. Aſſembly, with:a Reference ta. the Commiſſion 
bs 1870 the Fangen :of Auchterarder's Carriage in that 
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Jus Cominittee' for r Biſſs having Gödde 19 05 
Aſſembly V, a0, J | Totte by” "Mr. WM 
Craig, 1 5 0 th bytery of A chtttipded; 10 
theit reg give him dl! auen of NL nth 
875 the no en e e that he was app 
Vitbem in all” ps of bis Trials, And Ws? 145 oy 
crak The. 10 of: the doinmittee for Bills 
Matter was Ws nd the af Mr. William Ceaig,"ant.che 
Conimifſioners f bh the Pfesbytery {3  Hubbrevhr tos: Being 
called, the faid Mr. Cra Pürſüer oft his. AppeM., and! ME, 
An ew Burgh, 'of Taten Cothmifhoners from the 
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General: Aſewily, 1717. 19 


Sound and Orthodox to teach, That we muſt forſake Sin in Order 
to our coming to Chriſt, and inflating s in Covenant with GOD: 
Parties being _—_ ou _— - 3 aſter diſ- 
vour ſing upon the Subject of the ſaid Appeal, and Anſw 
made erco, by the Commiſſioners an dhe Pr 
did agree. That the fore ſaid Presbytery. of Auchterarder 
be forthwith appointed, and the General Aſſembly hereby 
appoints: the ſaid . Preshytery, to give the, ſaid Sa J 
Craig an Extract of his Licence to preach: the Goſpel, an 
do iaſtruct e ta fee this Appointment gbey- 
: And the General Aſſembly diſcharges. the 84 
of Auchterarder, or any other Presbytery within this Nati- 
onal Church, to require Subſcriptions of any young Men 
to be licenſed to preach the Goſpel, or ordained to the 
Office of the Miniſtry, to gay Formale but ſuch à8 is, or 
ſhall be agreed to, and approveh by the Aſſemblies of this 
Church. And further, Ihe General Aſſembly did declare 
their Abhorrence of the foreſaid Propoſition, as unſound 
and moſt deteſtable, as it ſtands, and was offered by the 
ſaid Presbytery.to-. be ſubſcribed by Mr. Craig: But in 
Regard'the” Ki iſters of che ſaid Presbytery of Auchfer-, 
arder were not preſent to auſwer for themſelves, what they 
could deſign by ſuch a Propoſition 3 The Aſſembly agreed, 
Thaf they ſhould be called to an Account upon this Head. 
But a Queſtion ariſing, Whether this ſhould be done before 
the Synod of Perth and Stirling, or the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly ; a Vote was ſtated, Synod or Commiſ- 
ſion, and before calling of the Rolls, it was reſolved, That 
in Caſe the Vote ſhould carry for the Synod, then the Synod 
ſhall report to the Commiſſion; After this the Roll being 
called, and Votes marked, it carried, Commiſſion; Where- 
fore [the General Aſſembly did, and hereby do appoint the 
Presbyyery of Aachterarder to be cited to compear before the 
Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, at Edinburgh in the 
ſſembly Houſe, the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt next, with 
ontinuation of Days, to anſwer to them in the Matter 
reg a i, Fd rage . And the Atſembly 
1 jg „and hereby do impower their Commiſſion to cog- 
and determine in this Matter as they ſhall find juſt. 


4 
/ 
— 


1 XL. -ACT 


„% mis ACTS of the, Re 
"7 
40 T Appointing the Diet of the next General Aſſembly? 
Edinburgh, 15th Mg 1717. Seſſ. alt. 
HE next General Aſſembl ly bly of this National Church 
of Scotland, is appointed to be held at Edinburgh, 
| the Fourteenth Day of May next to come, in 
the Year of our LORD, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighteen. 


This Aſſembly was concluded with Prayer, Singing of the 


133 Pſalm throughout, and pronouncing of the Bleſſing. . 
Collected and Extrafted from the Records of the General 


Aſſembhh, 4 
JO. DUN DAs, Cls. Esel. Scot: 


+ 
8 


T A B x E. 


0 the printed ACTS of the GP 
Abend held i in the Tear 1 717. 


* 


II. The KING's moſt Gracious LETTER to 


the General aſſembly. " 


©. 2 
CT Appointing the King's Commiſſion to F 
JOHN * of Rothes, to be re- 
corded. 4 


III. The General Aſſembly's ANSWER to the 
| KING's moſt Gracious LETTER 4 


IV. Act and Recommendation for the further 
Encouragement of the Society for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, and brin » (EOS 
in the Collections for buying Books, 6 


v. Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
© Blders, for diſcuſſing divers 3 refer. 


red to them, 8 
VI. laſtructions by the General Aſſembly to their 
| Commiſſion. 13 
VII. AQ Concerni Trial of Students havi | 
Iriſh, arg be preferred to Burkaricy + 
| — liceoſed. Is 
VII. Ad for ſuppreffing of Popery. 16 


It AR For. mining the Purity of the Docs 
trine of this Church, and determining 

the Proceſs, Mr. James . again Mr. 

John Simſon. ; 


* Af Diſcharging Presbyteries to uſe any For- 
mula in licenſing Probationers, and ordain- 
ing or admitting Miniſters, but ſuch as is 

or ſhall be agreed unto by the Gentral 
Aſſembly, with a Reference to the Com- 
miſſion of the Presbytery of Auchterarder's ; 
Carriage in that Matter. 18 


Wi Act Appointing the Diet of the cen Gene 
nul Aff 


ub 
5 ' INDEX 


\ 


[ 
: 
j | 
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- 


| 
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5 Of the AC T'S of the General Aſſembly of the Church of 


Scotland held in the Year 17 17, which are not here 
Printed. | ö 


% 


/ Fter Sermon by Mr Willem Hamilton Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, Moderator 
| of the proceeding Aſſembly, the Miniſters and 


" Ruling Elders, Members ot this Aſſembly, did 


l conveen, and Mr. William Mitchell one of the 
Wl Miniſters of Edinburgh was choſen Moderator. 
| | May 2d, 1717. Seſſion 1. * 
The King's Commiſſion to John Earl of Rothes recorded. 
Ibidem. 1 3 | 
His Grace His Majeſty's Commiſſioner's Speech to the 
General Aſſembly at opening thereof. Ibid. 
The Moderator's Speech co His Majeſty's Commiſſoner. 
'” = | | 
Committee for drawing an Anſwer to His Majeſty's Letter, 
—_—. g a 5 | 
Committee appointed for Overtures, Cc. Jil. 
Committee for Bills, References and Appeals. 7bid. 
Committee for revifing the Commiſſions given to the 
Members of this Aſſembly by their Codilirvents, cen- 
ſuring Abſents, naming Miniſters to preach before His 
Majeſty's Commiſſioner, and to ſupply the Moderator's 
Diet of Preaching, and making up Liſts of Probationers 
and Students in Divinity, in order to be recorded. 14:4. 
The Commiſſion Book, and Synod Books, ordered to be 
| brought in next Diet to be reviſed. 176i. 
1 A Diet appointed for ſolemn Prayer, 1bid. 
| A Diet ſpent in Prayer. May 34, 1717. Seſſ. 2. l 
Miniſters named to preach before His Majeſty's Commilfi- 
oner, and for the Moderator. Ibid, + 
Some more Commiſſions produced, and Additions made 
to Committees. May 4th, 1717. Seſſ. 3, 
An Anſwer to His Majeſty's Gracious Letter unanimouſ- 
ly approven, and Copies thereof ordered to be ſent td 
the Secretaries; And His Majeſty*s Commiſſioner, at the 
Aſſembly's - Deſire, undertakes to tranſmit the faid 
 Anſwekt to the King. 16d. 5 
A Diet appointed for hearing the Report of the Committee 
of the laſt General Aſſembly, for preſerving and main- 
_ taining the Purity of Doctrine in this Church, and con- 
fidering the Proceſs, Mr. James Webſter againſt Mr. Jobs 
 Simſon, Ibid, 485 


A Committee oß ſome ' from every Synod, appointed to 


reviſe : 


I N. Db A K 
reviſe the Regiſter of the Commiſſion of the late Gene: 


. ral Aſſembly, and to audite the Procurator and Agent 


for- the Church their Accompts; to conſider the State 


of the Church's publick Money, and prepare. Overtures - 


thereanent; as alſo, any Overtures and References made 
by the late Commiſſion to this Aſſembly. IId. 
Committees appointed 'for reviſing and examining the 
Actings of the'Synods of Roſs and Sutherland and Orkney, 
Presby tery of Zetland, Synods of Lothian and Tweddale, 
| Merſs and Teviotdale, Dramfties, Perth, and Stirling 
and Aberdeen, as recorded in their Books; and the Re- 
viſers appointed to obſerve the Directions given by the 


General Aſſembly 1713, but the Books of the Synods 
of Murray, Galloway, Glaſgow, and Air, Argyle, Fife and 
Angus, and Mearns not being brqught up, the Synods 


their Excuſes were admitted, and the Books ordered to 
be brought to the next Aſſembly. bid, oo 
A Committee appointed to receive from the Commiſſioners 


of the ſeveral Presbyteries, their Synods and Presby- 


teries Iaſtructions to them, and any new Overtures they 


have to offer, and to claſs the Matters therein contain- 


ed, and prepare Overtures therefrom, and alſo to receive 
from them, Accounts of the State of the Church, in the 
North, the Highlands and Iſlands, particularly, concern= 
ing the Growth of Popery and Superſtition, and to 


prepare Overtures for ſuppreſſing and preveating}there- ' 


of, Ibid, | | KY. F 
All the Commiſſions to the Members of this Aſſembly 


ſuſtained pro hac Vice, with Certification, That in Time 
coming Commiſſions not in the Terms of the Acts of 
Aſſembly, will be rejected; and Letters ordered to 
be written to Synods, concerning the Abſence of the 
Commiſſioners of their Presby teries, appointing them to 
enquire into the Reaſons thereof, and to Presbyteries, 
Colleges and Burghs, recommending to them to take 
Care that their Repreſentatives ſubſcribe the Confeſſion 
of Faith, and be ſuch as can attend the Aſſembly. 16d. 


Abſence of ſome Members excuſed. Ibia. IM | 
Intimation made to Members to give in the Names of 


Probationers and Students to a particular Member of the 


Committee for Commiſſions. - 1bid. . , 
William Hamilton, Patrick Alexander, and Archibald and Mr. 
John Campbells, Executors of the deceaſt Agnes Campbell, 
eli& of Andrew Anderſon Printer, appointed Printers to 
the Church in her Room, and in the Terms of the Act of 
the Aſſembly, One thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve 
in her Favours, and they allowed to give in the ſaid 

Mrs. Anderſon's Accompt of Printings. 1bid. 
The Report of the Committee for Purity of Doctrine cal- 
led for, and the fame with» Mr. Webſter's Proteſtation 
6 WE | F 2 14088 againſt 


. 


- 


198 
ll 
i 


who were Members of this Aſſembly, ſu 
in all the Steps of this Proceſs of Mr. Webſter's againſt 
Mr. Simon, and t 
\Qtrine, found to hade done well, in general, in ſenſing 
the Propoſitions charged upon Mr. Simſon, before they 
claſsed them, but with a Reſervation to the after Con- 
ſideration of the Aſſembly, whether the Senſes affixt to 
the ſeveral Propoſitions, were neceſſary. and juſt or not. 


INDUS; 
againſt the Committee's Procedure in his Proceſs againſt 


r. Simſon, and Anſwers thereto recorded, and this 
Interrogator put to the Witneſſes, iz. In what Words 


to the beſt of their Remembrance they heard Mr. Sim. 


ſon the Defender expreſs himſelf, upon the Subjects of 
the ſeveral Articles of the Libels fuſtained, and placed in 
in the firſt Claſs, was by Vote approven as a relevant and 


proper Interrogator. May 6h, 1717. Seff. 4. 
Mr. James Webſter complains, That the Members of Af. 


ſembly that were Members of the Committee for Purity 
of Doctrine, had been allowed to vote in the Proceſs at 


his Inſtance againſt Mr. Simſon. May 7th, 1717. Seſſ. * 
8 


A ſelect Committee appointed to go through Mr. Simſo 


Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libels, his Letter to the de- 
ceas'd Mr. Robert Ropan, Mr. Webſter's Repreſentations, 
and other Papers of either Party, and pick out of them 
any Propoſitions, not | conſidered by the Committee, 
which they may think erroneous, and fully to examine 
the ſaid Papers, or any other Books or Pamphlets pub. 
liſhed by them, or any Miniſter or Teacher within this 
Church, containing any Thing not agreeable to the 


Doctrine, and Form of found Words received in this 


Church, and Power given to them to receive Informa- 
tions as to theſe Things, to call and hear theſe concern- 
ed, and in an orderly Way make what Inquiry is neceſ- 
ſary iu that Matter, and to proceed in the ſaid Inquiry, in 
every Thing, according to the Inſtructions given by the 
Aſſemblies 1715, and 176, to the Committee for Purity 


of Docttine. Ibid. 


* 


Members of the Committee for N DoAtrine, 
ined Judges 


ſaid Committee for Purity of Do- 


= 


Lid. 


The 34, $th, 6th, 7th, and 8ch, Prop. of Art. 1ſt, The 
1ſt, 34, and 4th Prop. of Art. 2d, and the 5th, and 6b 
Prop. of Art. 3d, placed by the Committee in the firſt 
_ Claſs, were read in the Order that they lay in that Report, 
and found to be denied by Mr. Simſe 
againſt him. Jb:a. | 
A Committee appointed to draw out of a Letter by Mr. 
Simſon, to the Committee for Purity of Doctrine, and his 
printed Anſwers to Mr. Webſter's Libels, and other Papers 
of Mr. Simſon's, ſuch Articles as they thought, did amount 
to a Proof, of the 786 and 86% Prop. of Art. zd, as it 


u, and not proven 


INDEX. 


ſtands in the Committee's Report, the Propofition ir 
one Column, and the Proofs in another, eoderw Die 
poſt Merid. Sell. 6. | - 
Jnjuntion given to the Viſitors of Synod Books, to. ob- 
ſerve the Diligence of Syriods, in promoting Collections, 
to the Behoof of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and a Recommendation to all Mi- 
niſters and People, to contribute, and ive all Manner 
of Encouragmeat to that pious and charitable Under- 
taking. Mz) 8th, 1707; Seſſ. 7. | 
Proofs of Propoſition 7th, of Article 3d, brought in by the 
Committee, and Mr. Simſon's Anſwers thereto heard, 
and the Aſſembly ſatisfied in what Mr. Simſ/ox had re- 
reſented by Word and Writ before them, as to his 
Judgmen upon the Subject of that Article, and found, 
hat the Paſſages condeſcended upon in his'Lettef and 
Anſwers, did not amount to a Proof of that Propoſition, 
as it is laid by the Committee ; yet becauſe ſome Ex- 
preſſions uſed by Mr. Simſon on this Subject in his ſaid 
Anſwers and Letter, were unguarded and liable to Miſ- 
conſtruction; Mr. Simſon was admoniſhed to forbeat 
them, And a Committee appointed for conſidering Mr. 
MWebſt er's offenfive Carriage before the General Aſſembly, 
and prepare an Overture to prevent entring Proteſtations 
againſt the Proceedings of the General Aſſembly. Ibid. 
The 8th, ib, and 1170 N of Article 3d, found 
not proven, and Article 4th, as ſet down in the Com- 
mitee's Report, and ſuſtained relevant by them, found 
not proven, by the Paſſages quotted from Mr. Simſon's 
Anſwers, Page 124. Ibid. | 
Report of the Committee concerning Mr. Webſter's Carriage 
fore the. General Aſſembly, and his full Acknowledge- 
ment of the Offence he had given, which was accepted; 
and an Overture to prevent Proteſtations of Parties, or 
their Procurators, againſt Sentences of Aﬀembly remitte 
to the Committee for Overtures. May gth, 1917. Seſſ. 8. 
Miniſters named to preach before His Majeſty's Commits - 
fioner, and for the Moderator, Ibid, 
The 1/t, 2d, 3d, 4th, 6th, 7th and 870 ＋ po 'of 
Article 6th, and 1 1 Propoſition of Article 7th, as they 
Rood placed in the firſt Claſs in the Committee's we pot 
denied by Mr. Simſon, and found not proven, and the 
laſt Part of the 24, and the whole 4% Propoſition of 
Article 7th, as in the faid Report, and a Diſſeñt of ſome 
Brethren of the Committee for Purity of Doctrine againſt 
the Committe, their ſenſing the ſaid Propoſitions before, 
they claſſed them, and for not claſfing them as they - 
2 T the Lo 2 of * — 1 
wers thereto, e Script and Paſſages of the 
ls kt Confeſſion 


? 4 


Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms therein quotted, all 
read, and a Complaint tabled by ſome Members of Af. 
ſembly, againſt the Committee for reſtricting themſelves, 
in their determining the above, and other Propoſitions 
of the Libels, only to the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms 
as the Rule, heard and confidered ; and found, That the 
Committee had done Right and according to their In- 
ſtructions in keeping by the fixed Standard of DoQrine, 
ia conſidering the Articles of the Libels that lay before 
them, and refolved, That in conſidering the Committee's 
Procedure, and judging, the Articles brought before the 
Aſſembly by their Report, the Aſſembly will determine 
according to the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, re. 
ſerving always the Weight of theſe Propoſitions not deter- 
mined in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, to be 
afterward conſidered, and found, That there was no Pre- 
judice done to Truth by the Committee's declaring the 
different Senſes, in which thefe Propoſitions might be 
underſtood; and that thereby there was a larger Field 
given for Proof againſt the Profeſſor; The ſaid Propo- 
ſitions denied by the Profeſſor, and ſome Proofs adduced 
againſt him from his printed Anſwers, committed. Lid. 
The Synod Books of Roſs and Sutherland, and Lothian and 
Tweddale, examined and atteſted. May 10th, 1717. 


The Commiſſion Book examined, and atteſted according 
to the 8:4 Act of the Aſſembly, One thouſand ſeven 

hundred and fix, and the Members of the Commiſſion 

" commended. for their Faithfulneſs and Diligence. ki. 

Remit to the Committee for the North, &c. to inquire in- 
to the Reaſons, why Maſters Daniel Campbell, Archibald 
MF Lean Probationers, John Row, John Monro and David 
Maſbet having Jriſþ, have not obeyed the Appoint- 
ments laid upon them by the Commiſſion of the late 
General Aſſembly, to go and ſupply in the North; 
And; to conſider the Presbytery of Zet#land's Demand 
of a ſupernumerary Probationer to preach in the fair 
Hana, and Ilevds of Foulla and Skerries. Ibid. 

Remit to the Committee for Overtures, to enquire of 
Brethren from the ſeveral. Presbyteries, an Account of 
their Diligence in anſwering the Letters, written to them 
by the Commiſſion, of the late General Aſſembly, con- 
cerning Schools, Rurſaries, Profanity, and other Heads 
therein expreſt; and to conſider Malters Francis Robert- 
fon and James Anderſon's Claims to the Presbytery Burſe 
of Haddingroun and Dumber. Ibid. 

Ties ocurator and Agegts their Accompts laid upon the 

of | . 


o until another Meeting. Ibid. 


The Procurator and Agents for the Church appointed to 
Farry o 4. Froceſs for obtaining a legal Stipend to Mr. 


John 
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Jobs Gili, Miniſter at Carralaſtoun, upon the publick 


Charges of the Church. IId. | 
' Reſolve to call for the Report of the, Commiſſioners ſent. 
to London, by the Cotmmiſſion of the late General Af 
ſembly, about the Church's Affairs at another Diet. Id. 
Remit to the Committee for Overtures, to eaquire what 
Obedience the Presbytery of eo has given to the Ad- 
vice of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly, with 
Reſpect to Mr. Robert Brown Miniſter of Roxburgh, who 
was conveened before them, for Diſaffection to His Ma- 
jeſty's Perſon and Government. IId. wh 
The Members of this Aſſembly ordered to meet by their 
Synods ſeverally, to name Perſons to be on a-Corfimic- 
tee, for nominating the Members of a Commiſſion, to 
be appointed by this Aſſembly, and to prepare Draughts 
of their Commiſſion and Inſtructions. II. 
Report as to the laſt Part of the 2d, and whole 4% Propo- 
ſition of Article 7th, Proofs thereof, and Queries there- 
upon, and Anſwers made thereto by Profeſſor Simſon, 
brought in, read and fully reaſoned and diſcourſed, and 
the ſame again remitted to a Committee, to prepare an 
Overture for a Deciſion therein, and to think upon ſome 
proper Expedient, to bring the Whole of Mr. Webſter's 
Proceſs againſt Profeſſor Simſon to a ſpeedy and deſirable 
Iſſue. id. 93317: ns 121% $v1i3501 
Liſt of Perſons in the ſeveral; Synods brought in, and 
appointed as a Committee, for drawing the Commiſſi- 
on to be given by this Aſſemblyg naming the Perſons to 
be thereon, and preparing thei Inſtruktiohs. 4 1175 
1717. \Safl 10. % % no 900 181 0 | 
Act appointing the Sum of 1227 Lib. 1 ſo. and 4 d. Scots 
Money, to be payed to Mr. Alexander Mitchell Miniſter 
of old Machir, out of the Church's publick Money, ac- 
cording to the Rules and Orders of the th Act of Aſc 
ſembly 1712, in full of his Expences, in ſettling; the Sti- 
pends of both the Miniſters of old Machir. fbiu. 


The Procurator and Agent's Aecompts again called for, 


the Report relating: thereto read, and ordered yet to ly 
upon the Table until the next Sederum, to be peruſed 
by any Members that inclined to inſpt the fame. Ibid: 
A Collection allowed in Afſemblyifor ſome poor People 
and Orders given about the Diſtribution thereof. Bid. 
The Aſſembly earneſtly addreſſes Mis Majeſty's Commiſſi- 
oner q to interceed with His Majeſty, in Behalf of Mr. 
Alexander Turcan Miniſter of Glendovan, for à Gift of 


ſome of the Biſhop's Rents of Dusteld or Dumblain, op 


any others, to make up his {mall Stipend, at. leaſt toi a 
Competency ; and his * promiſes his Aſſiſtance; and 
IL 55 Ne 2 315 2 
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43930 6 $4] E U further, 


INDEX 


further, the Commiſſion is inſtructed to do what in them 
lies to further Mr. Turcas's Affair. Ibid. | 


Act disjoining the Pariſh of Dairs from the Presbytery of 


\ 


The planting of the Pariſh of Domfermiing with a Miniſter” 


Fordoun, and Syned of Angus and Mearns, and annex- 
ing it to the Presbytery and Synod of Aberdeen, and de- 
claring Mr. Robert Melvill and his Succeſſors, Miniſters 
of Duirs, conſtituent Members of the ſaid Presbytery 
and Synod of Aberdeen, in all Time coming. bid. 

The Matters ſet forth in a Petition of the Presbyteries in 

Orkney, intreating the Aſſembly might addreſs His Maje- 
ſty for the Biſhop's Rents there, for maintaining more 

Miniſters, ſettling Schools, &. conſidered, and the Papers 

mentioned in that Petition, remitted to the Committee 

for the North, &c. except as to the Disjunction craved 

of the Presbytery of the North Iles, from the Synod of 

Caithneſs when they meet in Caithneſs, as to which Letters 

| were ordered to be written to that Synod, requiring them 

7 ſend their Judgment therein to the next Aſſembly. 
id. 

AR and Recommendation of a publick Collection, in all 
Towns and Sea-faring Places, upon the ſecond LORD's 
Day of Jay next, for building a Church at the Port of 

| Cairſtown, in the Pariſh of Srromneſs and Sandwick in 
: Orkney, to be put in the Hands of the, Clerks of the re- 
ſpective Presbyteries, and tranſmitted to Edinburgh to 
Nicol Spence Agent for the Church, who is to ſend it to 
the Moderator of the Presbytery of Kjrkwel, for the 
Time being, to be applied at the Sight, of that Presbytery 
to the End foreſaid. Bid. 994 5 If 

Reſolve to take under - Conſideration upon. Tzeſdsy next, 
the Profeſs for tranſporting My. la Logan trom Tor- 
riburn to Culroſs. Ibid, - | | 

Act appointing the Presbytery of Peebles to go on in the 
Settlement of Mr. John Hey Probationer, as Miniſter of 

the Town and Pariſh of Peebles, and to perfect it before 
the firſt Day of July next to come, and the Sentence of the 
Synod of Lorbian and Tweddale in that Matter approven, 
and a Committee appointed to meet and confer with the 
Brethren from that Presbytery, and the People of the 

ſaid Pariſh who have oppoſed this Settlement. Ibid. 


referred io the Commiſion. III. 
The Determination of the Caſe of Mr. Andrew Dickſon Mi- 
niſter of Aberladie's irregular Marriage while a Probation- 
er, referred to che Commiſſion. int RA 
The Pariſh of Cleſeburs appointed to proſecute their Call 
to Mr. Thomas Boſloun, firſt before the Presbytery of St. 
bir in due Form, and the ſaid Presbytery cnjoined to de- 
termine in the ſame, betwixt and the firk of Auguſt "= 
- 8 a ._ an 
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and that Pariſh allowed, if need be, co appeal either te 
the Synod of Merſe and Teviordate, or to the Commil. 
ſion which ever of them ſhould firſt fit, and the Com. 
miſſion inſtructed and impowered, with all Diſpatch to 
determine in that Proceſs, or any other Procels that ſhall 
come before them, for planting the ſaid Pariſh of C/oſe- 
barn with a Miniſter, whether the Appeal come from 
the Presbytery or Synod. _ Kr > 
The Iaſtruttion and Power given to the Commiſſion to 
determine in any Appeal, Reference or Application to 
them, anent Planting the Pariſh of K2/rizes,. but the 
Commiſſion diſcharged to meddle in the Tranſportation 
of Mr. Johr Gray to that Place, until firſt the Matter 
* been before the Presbytery and Sy nod of the Bounds 
Ibid. N. 
Reference to the Commiſſion, of the Caſe of Mr. John 
| n= Incumbent at Xirtmichael, his ſcandalous Acceſſion 
to the late unnatural Rebellion. 16z4. | IP”; 
The Conſideration of the Matters, ſet forth in the Petitions 
of the Presbytery of Letland, and Mr. John Duncan Mi- 
niſter at Breſſay and Burray Commiſſioner from that Pref. * 
bytery, particularly their Requeſt that His Majeſty might 
be addreſſed for ſome Part of the Biſhops Reats in 0:k- 
ney, to be applied for DisjunRions and new Erections of 
' Pariſhes, repairing of Kirks and Maoſes, and planting of 
Schools, &?. remitted to the Committee for the North, 
: &c. Ibid. 3 ae 42 eee ATW) Ain 
Mr. William Stewart Miniſter: at aver neſi, his Excuſe far 
not attending the General Aſſembly admitted. May x7, 


ct | 43.1 
1717. Sel. A aa: bo ISL IQ eaarony ed 
His Majeſty Commidſoner 5 the ncht with 
His Majeſty's Recept and Gracious: Acceptance, of their 
| Retr ts His Letter, &c, Iba. 8 NES. ag 
22 for Mr. Simſas's Affair again ordered to meet. 
_— Cy . FS PRIN ad: N 
Brethrev named to diſtribute the Money collected for 
Poor. I id. Wu Ria ür ha: 4 0. "mai 
Encas Hutknh in Strathardel; recommended 1% dhe Pre. 
byteties in the Synods of Auge, Perth and Gage lor 
* charitable Supply. Lid. 0 l wn pw 
Mr. Wiliaw Mitchel late Miniſter at new) Machir, recom- 
mended to the Presbyteries im all e Synods of Scot/4,ud 


5 


the + 
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for charitable Supply, to be ſent in to M r. Wiliam I. ler 
one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh fon 55 "ui 


John Binning recominended to the Prechyteries in the Sy- 
" nods of Glaſgow and Air for Tye Supply. l. 
John Fraſer recommended to the teres in the. . 
nods of Ag, Perth, Fife and Lothian, tor ; charltabl . 


Supply. „ 0-25) Hard) voila! enoifeaaitt 
pely: © Og A Comm: 
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A Commiſſion appointed by this Aſſembly, and their Power 
and Inſtructions unanimouſly approven. 16:4. «we 

Reference by the General Aﬀembly 1714, to the Commiſ- 

ſion of the Petition of Mr. Daniel M*Lavren, craving to 

bde declared tranſportable, becauſe of Grievances at K//- 
nan, renewed, and the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly 
impowered, as to that Matter, in the Terms of the for- 
mer Reference. bid. E | 

AR approving the Accompts of Mr. Jobs Dandas Advocate 
Procurator for the Church, for the laſt Quarter of His 

- Maſjefty's Allowance to the Church, at the Diſpoſal of 
the General Aſſembly 1715, for defraying the Charges 
of that Year, and a whole Year of the ſaid Allowance 
for defraying the Charges of the Year 1716, according 
to the Appointment of the Act 1174 of the General Af. 
ſembly 1712, and diſcharging him and his Cautioner of 
his Intromiſſions, and appointing the Ballance of 33 Lib. 
15 b. 9 d. Sterling Money due to him to be ſtated as 
the firſt Article of his next Accompts. Ii. 

AR approving Nico/ Spence Agent for the Church, his Ac- 
compts of Lea of the Church's Money and beburſe- 
ments thereof, on the Church's Affairs, from the firſt of 
My 1715, to the firſt of May 1717 Years, as alſo his 

. Accompts of the Quarter Centeſima of Miniſters Stipends 
recommended by the Aſſembly 170), for deſray ing the 
Charges of a Miffion againſt Popery, and of another 
Qua ter Centeſima recommended, Anno 1710, to. defray 
the Procurator's Charges at Lasdon that Lear, about. 
the Church's Affairs, and likewiſe. his Accompts of the 

Expences of Proceſſes againſt Intruders into Churches, 

aud Rabblers in the North, and diſcharging him of his, 
Naid Ihtromiffions;+ and appointing the Ballance of 106 . 
Lib, 16 ſb. 9: d. Sterling Money due to him, to be 
bv nc ling to the Rules laid down by the As of, 
Aſſembly., Lid. vera 

The 6059 of the Synods of Orkney, Merſe and Teviotdale, 
 Dramfries, Perth and Stirling, and Aberdeen atteſted, and 

the Synod Book of Orkny, with an Advice to that Synod, 

"That they take Care ro put the Queſtions to their Mem 
that are appointed to be askel at their privie { 
and the Synod Bede of Dratiſriss, with an Advice to 

"that Synod, that hey take Gare the Meetings of their 

e more nnch attended hy their Members, and 
that k 5 it up their Book compleatly againſt the next 


 Aﬀembly, and bring the ſamel up to be reviſed. 16:9. .. 
The te aud atteſting of the Presbytery Book of Reta 


exist 
eee e Commitlſioa. IiI4. 
The Commiſſion int rd and impowered to give what 


e eee wich 1 


— 


1. N. D E X. 


pelt to the late Viſcounteſs of K-wmure's Mortification, 
to the ſometime ſuffering. Presbyterian Miniſters: 7bid. 
The Commiſſion impowered to take the Caſe of Mr. Ro- 
bert Brown Miniſter of Raaburgh, under theit Conſide- 
1 ration, and to call him before them and cenſure bim fur- 
ther, as they ſhall ſte Cauſe. 1bid. ; 
Ridezvours, 


The Commiſſion appointed to uſe-al} proper 
the Rents of the Biſhopricks of Roſs, 


to obtain Gifts o 


| Caithneſs and Ortney, for maintaining Miniftets in more 
Pariſhes to be erected there, . and for Catechiſts. 174. 
Act allowing 100 Lib, Scots Money: yeatly, 'for' eins 
the Charges of the Commiſſioners from Zer/anidy/'to t 
General Aſſembly, in Reſpect of their 'Diftanice Km 
.Edinbargh, and the Di jculty and Uncertainty of their 
Faſſage ther, and tg begin with' Aſſembly 106. 1614 
The Petitig ns.of te Del Arkney and An, an 
the ! rin and Recommendation of the Synod of Ort» 
* and Ca — in Favqury of Mr. Thum Burkie, reſer — 
to the Commiſſion, in ſo far as the Aſſembly hat not got 
the Affairs ! 2 forth. overtaken. Ii. 
A COTE abe ed to Wait an the Eatl of — 
give im Th bank tor his Kindneſs to the Miniſtersin 
8947 and Letland, and to! inirea be Contiguanee of. 
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Trials 


gy Dagan tranſpbrtad from Tf: 
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Trials for the Miniſtry, in Order to be ſent to the Hh oh. 
| Lands, by Perſons who have a competent Skill in the 
' Iriſþ Language, and that the Names of theſe Exatnina- 


together with their Report, be recorded in the 
Fools of of the Judicatory that imploys them in the ſaid 
Trials. J6id. 


Mr. Job Skeldoch Student having Iriſh, being tried 28 to 


his Skill in that Language, by Mr. Robert Glen Mini- 
ſter at Kjngerth, and Mr, Daagal Campbell at Canrie, is 


recommended to the Commiſhon, that they may pro- 
vide him in a Burſary. Ibid. | 


AR allowing Mr. David Strang Probationer, as Succgſſor 


to Mr. James Stevenſon, Preacher in the Popiſh Country 


of Glinlivet, go Merks yearly during his Service there, 


commencing from Martinmas laſt by paſt. Tbia. 


An Overture i in Favours of Widows and Orphans of deceag'd 


Miniſters; propoſing 8 Contribution of a Tenth of Mi- 
niſters Stipends for one Year, and other Expedients to 


make up a common Stock for their Support and Relief, 


and the Erection of a Society for managing that Stock, 
referred to the Commiſſion; that they may think on pro- 


per Ways to make that Project uſeful and effectual, and 


report to the next Aſſembly. Bi. 


The Presbytery of Drumfries and Lochmaben, appointed to 
go dn in 2 Procels' of Excommunication, ainſt Mr. 


ame Gilchriſt and Mr. Johs-Taylor, with all Expedition, 


And the Presbytery of Dremfries, appointed to commence- 


2 Procels of Depolition, "againſt Mr. Job» Hepbdry for his 


ſchiſmatick and Los Practices, and to adQuce Pro- 
f bation, providing 


CR that he continues in his Ir- 
— in But that Presbytery appointed, before they 
— the Proceſs, to take the beſt loformation they can 


get of Mr. Hepborw's Carriage; and report to the Com- 


miſſion in Avgoſt next, and receive their Orders there- 


 anent, and the aid Presbyrery ordered;' when they have 


the ſaid Proceſs Arne. we 4d Sextentiam, to lay the 
"fame before: the Commiſſion, an d' the Comif len 

powered to judge therein as e ſee Cale, and 
\ alſo to apply to theteivil Maga "that effectual Means 


m be; uſed, to put Pres ies in Pöl noft 
7 Maaſes of . — , 14. 0 | the Kirks 


burn to C tal, My 


a. od 28 bolgoxz 4 


e ; of the Commiſſionets ſent by the Commiltion 


.. of Jah Geocerah Afemibly to'Lopuvs, about the Gris 


.. vans and other -Aﬀaits of the Chu ch, laid before 14 


. if 


 Aﬀemd 
their I 


Red conform to 
are therefore thank 


are all Things, 


„tand they found to "rife 


A 


* cs intruſtod to t 


ion im- 


D 


Act ordering the Diligence of the ſeveral Judicatures, in 
proſecuting what is incumbent on them, from the Laws 
and Acts of Aſſembly, with Reſpect to a School in eve- 


ry Pariſh, to be particularly enquired into at the priyy 
Cenſures of Synods and Presbyteries, and referring an 


Overture for an Act, with Reſpect to Teachers in Uni- 


verſities, Colleges and Schools to the Commiſſion, to be 


prepared hy them to the next Aſſembly, Jbidy © 
Mr. bs Skeldoth, having undertaken when he comes to 


be licenſed, to imploy his Talent 4 1 Iriſb Language, 


for the Benefit of the Highlands and Iands, is in that 
View recommended to the Synods of Perth and Stirling, 


ſor their vacant Burſe. May 14. 1717. poſt Merid. Seſſ. 13. 


Mr. Francis Robertſon Student having Iriſh, recommended to 


the Synod of Fife, ſor their vacant Burſe, and Mr. James 


Anderſon, allowed to continue in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Burſe of the Persbytery of Haddingtous and Dunbar, the 
ſaid Mr. Robertſon and Mr. Anderſon having undertaken 


_ . When they come to be licenſed, to imploy their Talents 


in the I1riſb Language, for the Benefit of the Highlands. Ib. 


Some Brethren appointed to correſpond with. the Presby- 


tery of Peebles, and to act and vote in their Meetings 
at their next enſuing Diet, and thereafter; until the 
Settlement of Mr. John Hay in the Pariſh of Peebles be 
* and to concur with them in his Ordination. 
"H 7 Ears 0 es * 3 Ja 2 | 
Reference to the Commiſſion, of an Appeal of ſome of the 
Pariſhoners of ilſpindie, from the Sentence of the 
Synod of Perth and Stirling, looſing Mr. William Injlis 
” his Relation to that Pariſh, and of an Appeal from the 
Presbytery of Perth, to the ſaid Synod in that Matter. T6, 
Reference to the Commiſſion of Mr. William Inglis his De- 
mand, of an ample Teſtimonial from the Sy nod of Perth 


and Stirling, referred by them to the Aſſembly, and of a 


Proceſs at the Inſtance of ſome. off the Pariſhioners of 


Kilſpindie, with Reſpect to the ſaid Mr. Inglis his Rela- 


tion to that Pariſh of Kz/pindzie, and the Clerk of that 


Syaod ordered to give Extracts of the Proceſs upon 


reaſonable Payment. Jbid, © 


The Caſe of Mr. James Robertſon Miniſter e Os 
n, an 'nN or 


mitted to the Presbytery of Kyztaraim, and Synor 
Aberdeen, 5 they appointed to reprt their Judgment 


thereof to the Meeting of the Commiſſion in Nabember 


next, and the Commiſſion inſtructed and impowered, 
to declare the ſaid Mr. Robertſon Tranſportable to unv,her 


leſſer Highland Congregation, if any Invitation occur, 


bet wixt and a certain Time, to be limited by the Com- 
miſſion, and failing ſuch. Invitation, to declare” him 
Trauſportable ſimpltciter. hes 1 5 

Reference to the Commiſſion, of Mr. James Stewart Miniſter 


of the Goſpel his A from the Sentence of the yy 


uf 


I N DOE. 


of Glaſgow and Air, ſuſpending him from the Exerciſe of his Mis 
niſtr * Ibid. 1 2 | 
. — to the Commiſſion, of Mr. Jobm Blair late Miniſter at Sammy, 
his Appeal from the Sentence of the Synod of Fife, depoling him 
from the Office of the Miniſtry. Ibid, — ' 
Reference to the Commiſſion, of Mr. James Ker Miniſter at Dun, 
his Demand of the Aſſembly's Aſſiſtance, to obtain an Addition 
to his Stipend, out of the Biſhops Rents, and the Commiſſion ap- 
pointed to affiſt him in this Matter. May 15. 1717. Sell. ult. 
Intimation made, of the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, their Sentence of 
 Excommunication, againſt Mr. John Adamſon, and Order for pub- 
liſhing the ſaid Sentence, in Manner preſcribed by the gth AR of 
Aſſembly 1704. * Ibid. | LY 
A ſecond Appointment upon the Presbytery of Auchterarder, forth- 
with to give Mr. William Craig his Licence, and to lay before the 
Commiſſion, any Proceſs that ſhall be intented againſt him, before 
they proceed to a Sentence therein. Ibid, . oath via __l 
The Commiſſion inſtructed and impowered, to give their Advice and 
Aſliſtance, for procuring Payment of what is yet reſting of the 
Biſhops Rents, Crop 1690, gifted by King William and Queen 
Mary to the Presbyterian Miniſters, outed from the Year 1660, till 
the late Revolution, for not conforming to the Courſes of thoſe 
Times, and to their Relicts and Children, and to call the Procu- 
rator and Agent for the Church, to an Account of their Dili- 
in that Matter, and to appoidt a Committee, to diſtribute | 
what of the faid Years Reats ſnall be got in, according to, and in 
the Terms of, the Royal Gift, and Commiſſion, ranted by the 
perſons having Intereſt, to the ſaĩd Procurator and Agent to the 
Church, and to exoner the ſaid Procurator and Agent, as the ſaid 
Committee ſhall ſee Cauſe. Ibid. | 
eference to the Commiſſion, of the State of the Highland Bounds 
the Presbytery of Dunteld, by Reaſon of many Vacancies, and 
Want of Probationers having the Higbland e, and the 
Presbytery's Charges in purging and planting the Churches in their 
- .. Bounds, with Power to ſend Probationers thither, and to give the 
Presbytery 30 Lib. Sterling, out of the Church's publick A 
for their ſaid Charges as they ſee fit. IId. 2 
The Beddals or Officers of Aſſembly, allowed Twelve Lib. Sterling, 
— their Attendance upon the Committee for Purity of Doctrine. 


Ibid. n 
7 ba Probationers and Students of Divinity ordered to be recorded. 


Proteſtation admitted for the Synod of Aberdeen, againſt the Pariſh 
of Cruden, for not inſiſting in their Appeal, in the Call given by 
them to Mr. John Osburn to be Miniſter there, Ide. 
Proteſtation admitted for the Presbytery of Aucbterarder, againſt 
N. 5 Patiſh of Afuckart, for not inſiſting in their Appeal, in the 
: Tranſportation of Mr. Andrew Due to Foſſoway, Ibid. * © 
Proteſtation admitted, for the Synod of Angus and, Mearns, againſt 
Mien Thain and Peter Fife in Glams, for not ihſiſting in their 
k — 2 admitting Mr. William Dun to be Miniſter, of 
WV of} iin ae dos | TC —_— 
Committee for reviſing the Minutes of this Aſſembly, Ibid. _ _. 
Moderator's perch, and the Commiſſioner's Speech; Concluſion of 
dhe Aſſembly, n. e 
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